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^1 . Labor  unionists  staged  a protest  on  March  16  in  front  of  the 
National  Assembly  building  while  parliament  was  in  session  debating 
the  government's  FY  2007/2008  budget. 

J.2 . The  National  Trade  Union  Congress  (NTUC)  organized  the 
demonstration  in  opposition  to  the  budget  and  to  protest  the 
Ministry  of  Education's  treatment  of  teachers.  The  NTUC  is  an 
umbrella  organization  representing  all  labor  unions  in  Belize.  The 
NTUC  has  approximately  15,000  members  drawn  from  ten  local  labor 
unions.  The  demonstration  consisted  of  approximately  500  peaceful 
protesters 

^3.  The  president  of  the  NTUC  was  disappointed  with  the 
demonstration  and  stated  that  labor  leadership  would  meet  on  March 
17  to  reassess  strategy.  The  opposition  party  did  not  participate 
in  the  protest  which  may  have  played  a role  in  the  small  turnout. 
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